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When they had finished their meal, he told Lai Hsing to
give food to the kinsmen, friends and neighbours who had
come. He bade Tai An take return gifts to the singing-girls
who had sent presents. To each of them he gave a roll of cloth
and a tael of silver. In the afternoon, he sent for Li Ming,
Wu Hui and Cheng Feng,
The priests returned to the altar. They beat their drums,
made obeisance to the gods, and chanted their texts. Then
they set up lanterns, burned paper offerings, and so went on
until it was dark. By the time they had done it was already the
first night-watch. Uncle Hua decided to remain, Hsi-mSn
Ch'ing having detained him, but Master Ch'iao and Uncles
Shen and Meng went away. The two uncles Wu, Ying Po-
chueh, Hsieh Hsi-ta, Scholar Wen and Ch'ang Chih-chieh
stayed with the clerks to watch the ceremonies during the
night.
In the great court, a high dais had been erected with a
decorated arch. A tank of water and a pool of fire had been
prepared with offerings of food for the spirits. The tablet of
the Lady of the Vase was placed upon a table, and offerings of
every sort were set out before it. Beside the tablet were three
banners, one for her spirit, one red one, and one yellow one.
There was an inscription which read: 'Away, ye evil spirits!
This is holy ground. The purification of the Southern Palace
has here been made.'
The priests played their instruments, sitting in two ranks.
Beside them stood four young novices, one bearing a wand,
another a basin, another a double-edged sword. His Holiness
put on a golden mitre for the banishment of demons, and an
embroidered vestment. Then going up to the highest point
he chanted the following verses:
May the mercy of the ineffable one descend
And the gates to the passes of the underworld
Shall open one by one.
Novices, walking two by two, lead the way
And the soul of the departed, purified and cleansed,
Shall reach the abode of the blessed.
Then he burned incense again and sang: "The Mighty
Dne hath revealed the way of truth and shown mercy to them

